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apostles read the Old Testament the way any person reads any text and
discovered meaning accessible to any reader (with, again, saving signifi-
cance illuminated to believers by the Spirit).

Not surprisingly, perhaps, dispensationalists discover that many of
the teachings of theological traditions we reject—such as the equation of
Israel and the Church and the saving efficacy of the sacraments—arise
from theological interpretations of texts that literally—in our view—
point in other directions. And we reject these views even though we are
aware that they are majority positions throughout church history. The
absolute authority and sole sufficiency of Scripture means for us that no
amount of historical “weight” can push us off what appears to be the
literal meaning of a text. The attractiveness of Vanhoozer’s interpretive
grid, as well as most other theological or spiritual interpretive systems, is
their Christological focus. Dispensationalists are delighted to find Christ
wherever the Old Testament consciously points to Eim. Because, how-
ever, we believe the overarching message of the Bible centers on the glo-
ry of God, with redemption being a key facet but by no means the only
facet of that theme, we do not think every text need be tied to Christol-
ogy to find its intended message. Indeed, we believe Christ is most glori-
fied when he is found in texts literally intended to point to him.

Vanhoozer’s book is filled with fascinating discussion, interaction
with a vast array of interpreters across history, and a very interesting at-
tempt to defend theological interpretation. Nevertheless, this reviewer
does not believe dispensationalists will find it persuasive.

David Saxon
Maranatha Baptist University, Watertown, W1
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What is weakness? If weakness is a gift, what kind of gift is it? The
author defines weakness as “the inability to act or produce an effect. In
short, a weak person is one who cannot do things or make things hap-
pen. That’s us—weak” (15). The author goes beyond the contextual
treatment of words for weakness in Scripture to treat the broader theme
or concept of weakness. A near synonym for weakness the author uses
frequently is dependency and related terms such as vulnerabilizy. He fre-
quently describes weakness as the way God provides for and protects his
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people. Stepping back to get the big picture, weakness is the central role
human frailty plays in the redemption story. Under this rubric, the au-
thor breaks down weakness taxonomy into three subcategories: (1) Naz-
ural weakness is our inherent inability as created beings. We are born
weak because we were created weak. In the truest sense we are weak by
God’s design. He intended us to be weak when he created us. (2) Conse-
quential weakness is introduced or magnified by the entrance of sin. Sin
devastated us! A derivative of consequential weakness is moral weakness,
our moral depravity resulting from the fall. The whole creation groans in
weakness. (3) Relative weakness is our inability in comparison to others.
Relative weakness will pop up throughout the Bible as we think about
“the weak” in contrast to “the strong” in human terms (15).

All uses of the term weakness and related words as well as the broad-
er theme or concept of dependency should fit into one of these three
categories, perhaps more than one. With this framework in place, the
author surveys Scripture from beginning to end. Schumacher’s study
clarifies many difficulties in our understanding of sin. This reader is en-
couraged by the author’s discussion under the heading, “We depend
entirely upon God for our purpose” (19). In short, Christ followers are

rulers of the whole earth and priestly servants of God. That’s a high
calling. But notice that—it’s a calling. It’s not something we won in
battle, purchased with wealth, earned with service, or obtained through
a popular vote. It’s a purpose bestowed upon us by God. Apart from his
declaration, we have no purpose. Our purpose, like our existence,
comes from outside of us, from God. God alone possesses ruling au-
thority in himself. Any we have comes from him. God alone determines

who serves in his presence. If we find ourselves there, it is a precious gift
(20).

How might this explanation of purpose apply to our soul care? We can
offer this explanation with its appeal to someone ideating suicide or suf-
fering with the isolation and pain of disability. In fact, this view of life
should encourage any Christian regardless of how difficult their circum-
stances might be.

The book’s invitingly readable style makes a complex concept like
weakness approachable and engaging for readers unfamiliar with the
implications of weakness. This study is spiritual food for all who bow
weakly before an omnipotent Lord. The author’s comprehensive treat-
ment of weakness from Genesis to Revelation and into our lives makes
the book a must read for every believer. The concept of weakness is eve-
rywhere in Scripture.

We owe Eric Schumacher a debt of gratitude for tracking dependen-
cy in God’s story of redemption. We discover the weak, all creation,
man after the fall, and believers in fellowship, some weak and some
strong stand before an infinitely strong and wise Creator.

Dave Deuel
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