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Ware’s assessment of the New Perspective on Paul will interest many. 
One appreciates his careful analyses and keen insights, even when de-
murring from some of his specific conclusions. The volume fuses pro-
found acumen with accessible readability. 

Paul Hartog 
Faith Baptist Theological Seminary, Ankeny, IA 

The Hermeneutics of the Biblical Writers: Learning to Interpret Scripture 
from the Prophets and Apostles, by Abner Chou. Grand Rapids: Kregel 
Academic, 2018. 251 pp. $23.99. 

Abner Chou serves as a professor of Biblical Studies at The Master’s 
University and Seminary in Santa Clarita, CA, and is the John F. Mac-
Arthur Endowed Fellow. Chou is a graduate of The Master’s University 
(B.A.) and The Master’s Seminary (M.Div., Th.M., Ph.D.). He has taught 
courses in Greek, Biblical Theology, and Hermeneutics, and spent two 
years teaching in Israel with the Israel Bible Extension program (IBEX). 

The Hermeneutics of the Biblical Writers is a culmination of Chou’s 
theological studies which began in college and continued through his 
Ph.D. and his dissertation. Chou’s continued engagement with herme-
neutics, and especially with the question of the “New Testament Use of 
the Old,” resulted in this current effort to uncover the hermeneutics of 
the biblical writers. In many respects, this book takes a “back door” ap-
proach to dealing with the question of how the New Testament uses the 
Old Testament. 

In the first chapter, Chou defines what he calls the “Quest for Au-
thorial Logic,” that is, the author’s rationale when referencing previous 
Scripture. Chou helpfully expresses his method and approach in this 
first chapter. In summarizing what he sets out to do, Chou notes, “Be-
fore we can call the apostles odd, reject their hermeneutic, or accept 
their hermeneutic, we need to understand what they actually did.  Only 
then can we see if we should do as they do or as they say or, as I will 
argue, both” (18–19). 

We see Chou’s penchant for biblical theology as he ties the herme-
neutical approach of the human authors of Scripture to biblical theolo-
gy. Chou delineates that “this book uses the New Testament’s use of the 
Old to teach us the nature of hermeneutics and interpretation” (23). 
Throughout the book, Chou seeks to demonstrate how the prophets 
and apostles interpreted Scripture by means of a literal, grammatical-
historical framework and how this heuristic approach should be emulat-
ed by subsequent readers of Scripture. 

Chapter 2 functions as a secondary introduction where Chou lays 
the groundwork for his approach, including his presuppositions, which 
include authorial intent, meaning and significance, and the reality of 
intertextuality. This approach is helpful in that it makes it much easier 
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to evaluate and interact with Chou’s argumentation—the method and 
presuppositions are stated at the forefront and are not left ambiguous or 
up to the reader to determine. 

Additionally, regardless of whether one agrees with Chou’s conclu-
sions regarding these presuppositions, Chou’s effort to explain the sig-
nificance of presuppositions and their impact on one’s method or 
process for biblical interpretation is an important, and oft overlooked, 
aspect of biblical interpretation that encourages introspection. 

Chapters 3 and 4 focus upon the prophets and their hermeneutical 
approach. To begin with, Chou identifies the prophets as “scholars of 
Scripture” who are exegetes and theologians. Chou notes the manner in 
which intertextuality works in the Old Testament through allusion and 
argues convincingly for the availability of earlier biblical text for the 
prophets and demonstrates his reasoning with numerous biblical texts. 
Throughout these chapters Chou interacts extensively with the ques-
tion, “Did the prophets speak better than they know?” Chou’s intertex-
tual, or inner-biblical and exegetical, approach to answering this 
question is at once thorough and convincing. 

Chapters 5 and 6 detail the hermeneutical practices of the apostles 
and seeks to answer the question of whether or not the New Testament 
authors utilize the same hermeneutical method and approach in their 
preaching and writing. In addition, Chou tackles the subject of “fulfill-
ment” language in the New Testament. Chou interacts with a signifi-
cant number of “fulfillment” passages and offers biblically-based 
arguments for his reasoning and conclusions. Chou’s assertion regarding 
the New Testament authors is that they demonstrate a consistency in 
hermeneutics and in ideology with the prophets, not only with regard to 
the big picture, but also through the intricate details of the Old Testa-
ment when interpreting, preaching, and writing.  Chou looks at each of 
the New Testament authors in arriving at these conclusions. 

In chapters 7 and 8 Chou identifies the logical conclusion for the 
Christian, which is to imitate the hermeneutical tradition of the biblical 
writers. However, rather than just state this conclusion in the abstract, 
Chou helpfully guides the reader through the application of this process 
in their own study—a benefit not only for scholars, but for every stu-
dent of Scripture.  Chou concludes with a reminder in chapter 8 that 
the authors of Scripture were sophisticated in their thinking and teach-
ing, and reminds the reader that Scripture has a compounding complex-
ity which demands careful thought and attention. Chou reminds the 
reader that he does not need to make up a new hermeneutic, but that 
Scripture comes with “hermeneutic included.” 

Throughout his work, Chou grounds his reasoning in Scripture and 
deals honestly with the complexity of language. Irrespective of one’s 
agreement with Chou’s conclusions throughout his work, one cannot 
fault Chou for avoiding the difficult questions or setting up straw men 
he can easily burn down. Instead Chou tackles difficult questions head-
on in an attempt to honestly ascertain the hermeneutics of the prophets, 
apostles, and by extension, the hermeneutic he believes should be 
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applied by the modern-day exegete. Far from being yet another book on 
hermeneutics, The Hermeneutics of the Biblical Writers is a refreshing 
approach toward identifying and applying the hermeneutic of Scripture. 

JohnDavid Thompson 
Canton Bible Church, Canton, GA 

Interpreting Scripture with the Great Tradition: Recovering the Genius of 
Premodern Exegesis, by Craig A. Carter. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2018. 
xxiv + 279 pp. $27.99. 

In 1980 David Steinmetz wrote his famous essay “The Superiority 
of Pre-Critical Exegesis,” in which he argued that the classical and me-
dieval theory of levels of meaning in the biblical text is better than the 
modern historical-critical theory of a single meaning because of the the-
ological and philosophical foundations of both views. For four decades 
scholars have debated the validity of this argument and how it might 
look in practice. Craig Carter speaks to this debate in his book, Inter-
preting Scripture with the Great Tradition, and follows the path laid out 
previously by pre-modern advocates such as Hans Boersma, Matthew 
Levering, and especially John Webster. Craig Carter, who teaches at 
Tyndale University College and Seminary in Toronto, argues that the 
academy, which has read the Bible according the historical-critical 
method, is a dead end and needs to be reformed according to the Tradi-
tion’s exegesis, dogma, and metaphysics. 

Carter appreciates the various attempts at theological retrieval that 
have been attempted in the last several decades, but contends that the 
more helpful ones are those that seek to root retrieval in the Tradition’s 
metaphysics, exegesis, and dogma. The correct metaphysic (which 
Carter describes as Christian Platonism) provides the correct notions of 
God and Scripture by which one can properly understand inspiration 
and properly perform exegesis. The dogmas of Trinitarian Christianity 
as found in the early church creeds, and particularly those dogmas relat-
ed to the person of Christ, provide the framework by which to under-
stand metaphysics and hermeneutics. In short, Carter contends that 
because of the Trinitarian metaphysics of the Great Tradition and 
through the guidance of creedal orthodoxy classic interpretation has 
always allowed for a fuller meaning under the guidance of the Spirit 
without degenerating into interpretive anarchy. It is Carter’s purpose to 
first describe the theological hermeneutics behind this suggestion and 
then explain how this exegesis looks in practice. 

When discussing the theology of Scripture, the main point is that 
Scripture is different from other books because it is inspired and thus 
has a unique character where God speaks in and through it. Beyond 
this, we need to shake free of modern metaphysical assumptions and 
return to classical notions of God and Scripture. Christian Platonism 


