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gues that the biblical picture is that all humans are sinful, not just white
men but all men.

Baucham critiques prominent evangelicals where they get things
wrong (e.g., David Plate [121ff]). He discusses CRT and intersectionali-
ty and demonstrates why, contra Resolution 9 of the 2019 Southern
Baptist Convention, “On Critical Race Theory and Intersectionality,”
these are not and cannot be considered “analytical tools” useful for
Christians to understand the world today. He engages the prominent
black evangelical voices including Curtis Woods, Jarvis Williams, Jemar
Tisby, and others. Both black and white Christians are complicit in
promoting false ideologies in evangelicalism.

The problems in the black community cannot be laid at the feet of
systemic racism. He shows how the historic black pulpit has spoken out
against some of the problems. “The internet is filled with clips of black
pastors getting standing ovations as they passionately admonish their
young members to ‘pull up your pants, get an education, stop dropping
babies all over the place, learn to speak proper English, get all that gold
out of your mouth’ (157). He takes on abortion in the black commu-
nity, “the unspoken epidemic,” discussing the infamous case of Kermit
Gosnell, the Philadelphia abortionist jailed for killing live birth babies
and Margaret Sanger’s Planned Parenthood and its “unreported geno-
cide”—the Negro Project whose goal was to reduce the black population
through birth control (173).

For Baucham, “this book is...a plea to the Church. I believe we are
being duped by an ideology bent on our demise.... We cannot embrace,
modify, baptize, or Christianize these ideologies. We must identify, re-
sist and reject them” (204). CRT, CSJ, Intersectionality “and their an-
tecedents” are “cosmic powers over this present darkness” (209). The
church must pursue God’s work God’s way. “Our war is spiritual”
(209). “Our weapons are spiritual” (210). “We fight with the truth of
biblical justice” (211). Included is a brief critique of Black Lives Matter
(2171h).

This is a remarkable book from an important scholar who is trying
to set the record straight so that the church will respond to the current

crises in a biblical fashion. It deserves a careful read and deep reflection.
May God use Fault Lines to warn his church. So/i Deo Gloria.

Jeffrey P. Straub
Independent Researcher, Plymouth, MN

Remaining Faithful in Ministry: 9 Essential Convictions for Every Pastor
by John MacArthur. Wheaton: Crossway, 2019. 77 pp. $9.99.

John MacArthur is the pastor-teacher of Grace Community Church
in Sun Valley, CA, and chancellor and founder of The Master’s Univer-
sity and Seminary. Grace to You is his vast teaching and preaching
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media ministry. MacArthur is an expositor, a defender of the faith, a
pastor-theologian, and the author of 400 plus books or study guides.
Having pastored Grace Community Church for fifty plus years, he is
well-qualified to write this volume on faithful ministry.

Remaining Faithful in Ministry serves as another installment of
MacArthur’s contribution to pastoral leadership alongside Preaching:
How to Preach Biblically (Thomas Nelson, 2005) and to a greater degree
Pastoral Ministry: How to Shepherd Biblically (Thomas Nelson, 2005).
In this contribution MacArthur sketches nine Pauline convictions
drawn from 2 Corinthians 4, that the minister must be convinced of to
persevere in ministry. These convictions make up the chapter divisions.
He must be convinced: (1) of the superiority of the new covenant; (2)
that ministry is a mercy; (3) of the need for a pure heart; (4) of the need
to preach the Word faithfully; (5) that the results belong to God; (6) of
his own insignificance; (7) of the benefit of suffering; (8) of the need for
courage; and (9) that future glory is better than anything this world
could offer.

MacArthur admits that the greatest influence on his life has been
the apostle Paul (10). With all the adversity that Paul faced “he perse-
vered out of sheer love for the Lord, for the simple joy of obedience,
with his hopes fixed firmly on heaven” (13). One can sum up the thrust
of this work in one question, “How do we cultivate commitment and
imitate Paul?” MacArthur believes that “detailed answers to those ques-
tions are outlined by the apostle himself in 2 Corinthians 4 (14). These
detailed answers are the reasons that Paul “did not lose heart” (vv. 1,
16). The ministry Paul received was a ministry that neither he nor we
deserve—it is a ministry of mercy, and this drove Paul to maintain a
pure heart declaring “my life is an open book” (36). MacArthur is al-
ways Word-focused and warns us of the type of ministry to avoid: “In
our generation it seems that there’s a glut of pragmatic ministry philos-
ophies and utilitarian people in high-profile positions of church leader-
ship. They will do anything to draw a crowd, and they assiduously avoid
‘the open statement of truth™ (42).

While some ministers may be naive, he reminds us that the results
must belong to God—even if they are unwelcomed: “The response Paul
got to his preaching was often violently negative” (45). MacArthur de-
scribes the minister’s own insignificance: “Paul pictures himself as a
cheap container holding a priceless treasure” (51). On the conviction
that suffering is beneficial, MacArthur believes that “surely one of the
reasons trouble always accompanies ministry is that it’s one of the main
ways God keeps his ministers humble” (59). Regarding courage, he
makes an interesting historical point: “Only one of three shipwrecks is
described for us in Scripture, which means in all likelihood that the
numerous trials recorded in the book of Acts are just a small sample of
the relentless hardships Paul courageously endured” (62).

The strengths of his work are thorough exegesis flowing from a be-
lief in an inerrant Word. The implications he draws are sound and con-
victing. He reminds us that Paul’s ministry of the new covenant applies
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to all, “Down to and including those whom God has ordained and
called into ministry in our generation and in the years to come” (25).
For the minister who battles with hubris MacArthur offers some humble
pie: “We are not in ministry because we are somehow more righteous or
more worthy than others” (29). He offers a strong warning concerning
God’s message: “And be forewarned: the ‘results’ of tampering with the
gospel message are always negative, even if the strategy produces a su-
perficially positive response” (47). And concerning God’s messenger:
“I'm tasked with delivering a message, not with masterminding a com-
promise between human opinion and divine revelation” (64).

Weaknesses are minimal. Oddly, the Introduction (twelve pages) is
longer than any other chapter, the longest being seven. One other exe-
getical note: MacArthur holds a curious (or at least non-traditional or
minority view) of Paul’s “thorn in the flesh ... a messenger of Satan to
buffet me.” He cavalierly dismisses the notion of a physical malady stat-
ing, “So it seems he is describing a person, not a disability or illness”
(58). He later elaborates on that person, “Here is a group of false teach-
ers led by a demon-possessed leader tearing up this church” (59).

I would classify this work as a homiletic commentary. Homiletic, in
that it seems like a sermon in MacArthur’s style, and commentary since
it is an exegesis of 2 Corinthians 4. If one wants a beefier version of sim-
ilar material, one may try other MacArthur contributions to pastoral
leadership—7he Book on Leadership (Thomas Nelson, 2004) and 7he
John MacArthur Handbook of Effective Biblical Leadership (Harvest
House, 2019), where he serves as contributor and general editor. If you
want to read MacArthur in a more academic or technical format, then
you may wish to consult 2 Corinthians (MacArthur New Testament
Commentary Series) (Moody Press, 2003). I would recommend this
book to the devoted layman or the beginning preacher. As for academia,
I would only recommend this on an undergraduate level. While any-
thing MacArthur writes is worth reading, the seasoned expositor will
glean more from MacArthur’s other volumes mentioned above.

Tony A. Rogers
Southside Baptist Church, Bowie, TX

Finding the Right Hills to Die On: The Case for Theological Triage, by
Gavin Ortlund. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2020. 163 pp. $17.99.

This book, whose title blends two metaphors to create the image of
urgency as applied to Bible doctrine, is the kind of a book that ministers
need to read periodically. As a former Emergency Medical Technician,
one of the things we learned in training was that not all medical prob-
lems are of the same seriousness, particularly in a mass casualty situa-
tion. Once on scene at a catastrophe where there are multiple victims,
the first medical responders on site assess the various injuries to



