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connections within the Book of the Twelve. In her section on Haggai 
entitled “Intertextual Indicators,” she examines preexilic prophets and 
postexilic historical books in a diachronic manner (helpful as this is) but 
ignores the fruitful synchronic connections within the Book of the 
Twelve (on this see, e.g., the essays on Haggai and Malachi in Rainer 
Albertz, James Nogalski, and Jakob Wöhrle, eds., Perspectives on the 
Formation of the Book of the Twelve: Methodological Foundations—
Redactional Processes—Historical Insights [Berlin: de Gruyter, 2012]). 

In summary, I find the earlier volume by Verhoef to be more in-
structive on many points, and I still prefer a number of other commen-
taries over Jacobs’s recent installment. I therefore do not commend the 
commentary as a top choice on Haggai and Malachi, although students 
and pastors who wish to do in-depth study may want to consult it. 

Kyle C. Dunham 

Paul: An Apostle’s Journey by Douglas A. Campbell. Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 2018. xii + 207 pp. $22.00. 

Douglas Campbell consistently produces some of the most provoca-
tive and thoughtful work on Paul in all of modern scholarship. He is a 
champion for an apocalyptic reading of Paul’s letters and one of the few 
experts on Pauline biography. As the field of Pauline scholarship be-
comes increasingly difficult to navigate, in Paul: An Apostle’s Journey he 
has now set his sights on presenting his understanding of Paul in an 
accessible, narrative format. 

One of the most compelling aspects of this work is the biographical 
scholarship lying just beneath the surface. Campbell has written an en-
tire volume on Pauline biography solely on the basis of Paul’s letters 
(Framing Paul) and this volume draws richly from that rigorous study to 
present the fruits of that study in narrative form. This same sort of phe-
nomenon is also present in his presentation of Paul’s “Enemies.” A large 
part of Campbell’s reading of Paul depends on the identity of the ene-
mies in Philippians 3, Galatians and Romans. Those seeking Campbell’s 
conclusions without the endless pages of arguments and footnotes will 
appreciate this volume. 

Using data from Paul’s letters and from Acts, Campbell tells the sto-
ry of Paul’s “conversion” (if not from Judaism, then to trinitarian Chris-
tianity), to Paul’s breakthrough concerning the mission to the Gentiles 
and Paul’s networking evangelism strategy. While these first three chap-
ters are undergirded by rigorous scholarship and tell a historical story, 
the thrust is decidedly theological and practical. Through Paul’s story 
Campbell offers theological insights and advice to modern Christian 
communities. 

At this point the story picks up with the letters of Paul in chrono-
logical order, the Thessalonian correspondence first. Over two chapters 
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Campbell addresses the early date of these letters based on the events 
related to Emperor Gaius and his mission to set up his statue in the Je-
rusalem Temple. In this context he also tackles the topic of mission and 
defining the other. Paul teaches the Christian not to define others colo-
nially for the purpose of changing them, but rather in terms of friend-
ship, motivated by love. Furthermore, Campbell notes that as the 
members of the Trinity are defined by their relationships as Father and 
Son, likewise people are fundamentally relational. As such, matters of 
relationship dominate the discussion of the letters to the Thessalonians. 

After briefly discussing the period of time for which no information 
about Paul is extant, Campbell picks up with the prison epistles: “Ephe-
sians,” Colossians and Philemon. He draws on his previous biographical 
work to narrate the setting and situation of these letters, and that 
“Ephesians” is better regarded as the letter to the Laodiceans mentioned 
in Colossians. Uniquely, Campbell draws out the implications of Paul’s 
frequent imprisonments, advocating for more robust Christian ministry 
to those who are incarcerated. Furthermore, Campbell here tackles im-
portant Pauline motifs such as election and the role of the resurrected 
mind in the life of the believer. 

The narrative then moves to the troubled community in Corinth. 
After cataloguing fifteen problems in the community and briefly walk-
ing through Paul’s answers, Campbell tackles the difficult issues of sex 
and gender. He demonstrates Paul’s views on divorce, sexual abstinence 
within marriage and blatant promiscuity, showing that incorrect theo-
logical reflection led the Corinthians to these practices. Campbell then 
reconstructs the historical setting of the Corinthian church in order to 
pinpoint Paul’s instructions concerning women speaking in church. In 
his reconstruction the Corinthian women were disrupting the church 
meeting and worshipping with immodest abandon. So, women are able 
to pray and speak publicly in church, the instruction is simply not to be 
disruptive or immodest. 

Continuing the narrative, Campbell draws out the presence of the 
money collection, which Paul collected to send to the poor members of 
the Jerusalem church. This is an important thread for constructing the 
sequence of Paul’s letters. It also has important theological implications 
for the ways that Christians behave in response to the giving of the 
Lord. He also mentions the case of the man who was to be handed over 
to Satan (1 Cor 5:5) for the purpose of reshaping true justice as restora-
tive rather than retributive. Justice heals relationships. 

A second section begins two ways through the book that reflects on 
Paul’s last letters and Acts’ data on his last days. This section begins 
with the Enemies, which Paul combats in Galatians, Philippians and 
Romans. Campbell argues that Paul is not critiquing Judaism wholesale 
in these letters but rather a specific brand of Jewish Christianity: the 
Enemies. These Enemies disagreed with the decision in Antioch con-
cerning the mission to the Gentiles and insisted that Gentiles must be-
come Jewish in order to follow Christ. Against these Enemies, Paul’s 
gospel teaches an unconditional, covenantal relationship between God 
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and humanity rather than a conditional, contractual one. While one 
may reject the covenant like a destructive rebellious child rejecting the 
unconditional love of a parent, this does not mean that the relationship 
is conditional. This is how Paul’s God relates to people. 

Eventually Campbell stretches this theological point to places with 
which many readers will be uncomfortable. Campbell considers it likely 
that God’s love will ultimately have the final word over man’s rebellion. 
Ultimately God will redeem and resurrect the entire universe, and all 
people will be saved. He offers this speculation from a humble posture, 
making clear that one need not follow his theological extension of Paul 
to this point. In any case, many readers will be dissatisfied with a posi-
tion that intentionally affirms what Paul does not, even if on the basis of 
Pauline ideas. 

On this and other points this book will provoke conservative readers 
who are used to particular views of Paul and his letters. Even so, Camp-
bell’s views are the result of careful, rigorous research that frequently 
raises issues that generally go unnoticed. Anyone who gives this book a 
charitable read will better understand Paul, and Pauline scholarship, 
regardless of how many of Campbell’s conclusions are followed. 

Luke Beavers 

Christian Higher Education: Faith, Teaching, and Learning in the Evan-
gelical Tradition, ed. David S. Dockery and Christopher W. Morgan. 
Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2018. 576 pp. $50.00. 

David S. Dockery is the president of Trinity International Universi-
ty, and Christopher W. Morgan is the dean and professor of theology at 
California Baptist University. Both educators are notable scholars and 
administrators within evangelicalism and thus bring insight and exper-
tise to their task as editors of this impressive collection of essays. The 
volume comprises twenty-seven chapters covering a wide range of topics 
related to education. The twenty-nine contributors hail from a variety of 
institutions, although the majority have affiliation with Trinity at the 
undergraduate or graduate level (nearly two-thirds). 

The book divides into three major parts. The first part develops the 
theological underpinnings for the task of Christian education. The es-
says here treat several key aspects of the theological basis for university 
or seminary teaching, including the authority of Scripture (Wood-
bridge), the proper methodology of biblical scholarship (Guthrie), and 
the historical backdrop of the ancient and modern contexts of Christian 
education (Grundlach). Dockery sets the trajectory by framing the ideal 
function and purpose of Christian education as one of building from the 
best of Christian tradition, grounding itself in the great confessional 
legacies, maintaining a vibrant connection to the church, sustaining a 
healthy student focus, and upholding rigorous standards of scholarship. 


